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. My sister likes drawingand ~ wants to be an artist in the future.
A. she B. he C. it D. they
. I like listening to music while exercising _ the park.
A. on B. under C. in D. to
. — Would you like more pizza, Linda?
— No, thanks. The pizza is delicious ~ I'm full.
A. if B. but C. because D. or
. — __ youread the sign across the street, Tom?
— No, I can’t.
A. Must B. Can C. May D. Might
. Lao Sheisoneof  Chinese writers of the twentieth century.
A. great B. greater C. greatest D. the greatest

. are you late?
— Because I missed the early train.
A. When B. What C. Why D. Where
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7. — Where is Mary?

— She  the teachers with the poster right now.

A. is helping B. helped C. was helping D. will help
8. Thestudents  alot for the show since last Monday.

A. have practiced B. practice

C. were practicing D. practiced
9. When my friend called last night,I ~ plans for the May Day holiday.

A. am making B. have made C. make D. was making
10. I’m on the school football team, and usually we ~ a match on Saturday.

A. had B. have C. are having D. have had
11. The community library  in 2023.

A. builds B. isbuilt

C. built D. was built
12. — Doyouknow  ?

— Next Tuesday afternoon. We are looking forward to it.
where we will have the school concert
where will we have the school concert

when we will have the school concert

oow»

when will we have the school concert
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“We were the cutest babies in the world!” I smiled and said to Rachel as I put up
a _ 13  of meriding a horse on the wall of the classroom.

“I know, look at this one!” Rachel pointed to the picture of us at age five. We both
laughed and shook our heads. We couldn’t believe that we would be graduating (Y)k)
in a week.

As a way of celebrating our childhoods, we were asked to bring in pictures of
ourselves growing up. As [ looked _ 14  from photo to photo, from preschoolers to
ninth-graders, I began to look at my classmates around me.

First I looked at Rachel, and I __15  the first day of school. I was a little five-
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year-old. When my mother left me, I just didn’t know what to do but cry. Then I felt a
hand on my shoulder. I turned around and saw Rachel.

“Why are you crying?” she asked.

“My mommy left me.”

“Would you like to play a puzzle game together?” She offered.

That got my _ 16 . I loved puzzle games. I started to play, and after a few
minutes, [ wasn’t crying anymore.

I looked back at the pictures and my eyes _ 17  on apicture of Tony. Tony lives
right next to me, and we have always been close. I remember how much fun I had
playing “boys’ games”, all thanks to Tony making it possible.

“Come on, she’s a girl—she’ll make you play Barbies or something,” one of the
boys on our block said to Tony.

I turned and started to walk away. I felt tears _ 18  up in my eyes when | heard
Tony say, “No, [ want to play with Sarah. We’re going to play basketball.”

The millions of memories thatl _ 19  from those years suddenly came back to
me. High school would be different. I couldn’t imagine how that would feel. I looked
at the pictures once more and noticed how, in every picture, each of us was at _ 20
points of our lives, but we were always smiling. We were all okay, even through all the

changes.
I was finally ready for high school.

13. A. drawing B. diary C. picture D. poster
14. A. politely B. closely C. immediately D. angrily
15. A. discovered B. remembered C. compared D. imagined
16. A. patience B. advice C. message D. attention
17. A. landed B. carried C. darkened D. opened
18. A. jump B. mix C. well D. move
19. A. collected B. improved C. matched D. copied
20. A. strange B. serious C. hard D. different

=\ FIEIEMR (B2 4, #2645
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A

A

Do you enjoy teaching? Do you like
spending time with middle school
students? Volunteer teaching is a perfect
choice for you if you do. Teachers in the
community are needed. You can teach
English and math to students who need

help.

B

Do you have experience taking
care of the elderly? Working to help the
elderly isn’t for everyone. If you have
worked in this field, come and join us!
The activities in this project include

helping the elderly in nursing homes.

C

If you are interested in the medical
field and healthcare, this project may
interest you. It includes activities like
volunteering in community hospitals, and
giving a helping hand to the sick and their

families while they are seeing doctors.

D

Do you like taking care of animals?
If you do, you can volunteer your time
with them. Please spend one or two
hours every week working with us to
help street animals, or work at an animal

shelter to support animal rights.

I’d like to help students who are having trouble
with English and math.

>
@ ﬁ I’m interested in healthcare and willing to help
5

out in community hospitals.

for street animals.

ﬁ I like cats and dogs and hope to do something
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B
Greg’s Diary
Sunday

Tonight, Mom called for a “house meeting”. She told us that she was going back to
school to start taking classes. Well, it was totally out of my expectation. She is always
there when I get home from school, and that’s the way I like it.

But now, we have to make our own dinners and start doing housework.

kb dhhh ik
Wednesday

The first few nights with Mom away have been a disaster (k). We tried making
our dinner on Monday. Manny made the iced tea, but it was undrinkable. Rodric
cooked the roast beef, but it was a mess. So, we bagged the homemade meal idea and
went out to eat.

dhdhdbohhdd
Tuesday

My task is taking out the rubbish. Tonight, Dad asked me why I didn’t do my job
this morning. He said I needed to start being more responsible.

I’ve heard it from Dad before. Last summer, our neighbor Ms. Grove, asked me
to look after her plants while she went on business. Well, I did it for the first few days
and then I got busy with other things. Ms. Grove was pretty mad because most of the
plants didn’t make it. Then she sent me home without paying me.

dhkkhhhhhk
Thursday

Well, Dad is really serious about me taking on more responsibility. And first he
wants me to start waking myself up in the morning. That’s actually a real problem
because I depend on him to wake me up.

Yesterday was the first day I tried to wake myself up, and it didn’t work out. My
alarm clock ([#%F) went off, but the sound just worked its way into my dream. And
today didn’t go any better.

The problem is without an actual human being waking me up, my brain is always
going to find some excuse to keep sleeping. But I think I might have found a solution
to this alarm clock situation. I found an old-style alarm clock today and it makes a loud
noise when it goes off.

[ tested it out to see if it still worked, and sure enough, it did. I don’t think anyone

could sleep through a noise like that.
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24. When he heard his mom was going back to school, Greg felt .

A. proud B. surprised C. excited D. relaxed
25. What was Greg’s task at home?

A. Looking after the plants. B. Making the iced tea.

C. Taking out the rubbish. D. Cooking the beef.
26. From the diary, we can learn that Greg’s dad expected him to

A. build up self-confidence B. become more responsible

C. make friends with the neighbors D. get along with his brothers

C

Have you ever wondered why you are good at noticing things in your
environment that are possibly dangerous? Defensive circuits, one of our brain systems,
detect (%2i) signs that might suggest threats (J&/#) and prepare the body to take quick
action, therefore increasing our chances of staying alive.

Our defensive circuits are always on the lookout for things that might be threats.
They look for certain features of objects (#14) that make those objects stand out from
the other things around them. Objects with these features are given priority in our
brains; that is, we pay attention to them before other things. So, how exactly does our
threat detection work?

First, the presence of a feature that could suggest a threat grabs, or catches, our
attention very quickly—it is an automatic (H3/[#J) process. Threat detection happens
so quickly because the threat information does not have to go all the way around the
cortex (KK 7 JZ). You can think of this as a shortcut through the brain, which gives us
more time to avoid possible threats.

Once we look at something that might be a threat, we often find looking away to
be very difficult—the threatening object holds our attention. This process is also
automatic, and its advantage is that it gives us more time to collect additional details
about the possible threat. Those details are important for understanding whether we
are facing a real threat and deciding how to best deal with the situation.

After we have recognized the possible threat, our brains must often make up for
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the time we’ve spent examining it—we need to avoid paying attention to the threat,
and then we can look around and process the rest of the environment. This can help us
find additional threats, or find a way out.

Once we detect a threat, the defensive circuits prepare our body to take action.
We make changes to our emotions (for example, feeling fear) and body functions (such
as speeding up our heartbeat). Together, these changes allow us to act properly in
threatening situations, increasing the likelihood that we will get away without being
harmed.

There are differences between people on how easily the defensive system is
activated. Some of us are frightened more easily than others, and it takes less to activate
the defensive circuits. This, however, can be problematic. Overly sensitive defensive

circuits might stop working as they should when overused.

27. What can we learn about the defensive circuits?
A. They watch out for possible danger.
B. They help us remember threat features.
C. They promise us a happy and healthy life.
D. They easily stand out from other brain systems.
28. What do our brains do to make up for the time spent examining possible danger?
A. Create additional details immediately.
B. Activate a shortcut through the cortex.
C. Push our body to make lasting changes.
D. Redirect our attention to the rest of the environment.
29. Which would be the best title for the passage?
A. How does your brain work in various situations?
B. What makes us different when it comes to facing threats?
C. Why are we overly sensitive to certain threatening objects?

D. What happens in your brain when you notice something frightening?
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D

On a Saturday afternoon, your best friend calls you and says he needs help
moving. You gladly show up to help. When you are done, he hands you some money,
saying “Thanks for your help.” The situation suddenly feels awkward (Ji it ().

Why doesn’t direct payment fit the situation? According to economist Dan Ariely,
we live in two worlds—one governed by social norms (#{it), and the other
characterized by market norms. Social norms are part of our social nature. They
include the friendly requests (%K) that people make of one another and immediate
payback is not required. In the second world, where market norms make the rules,
people work for money and get what they pay for. Market relationships are not
necessarily bad or mean, but they do suggest comparable benefits and immediate
payments.

When we keep social norms and market norms on their separate paths, things
move along smoothly. However, when social and market norms run into each other,
the results are not satisfying.

There was an experiment involving daycare center fines. Some parents would
arrive late to pick up their children, so fines were introduced. However, this made more
parents late. Before the fine was introduced, parents were sorry for keeping the

teachers waiting, and this made them feel compelled to arrive on time in the future.

But the introduction of the fine replaced this social norm with a market norm. Parents
felt they were paying to be allowed to choose whether they wanted to be late. Even
after the center removed the fine, the parents didn’t return to social norms and the
number of late pick-ups didn’t drop. The result showed a fact: when a social norm runs
into a market norm, the social norm goes away and seldom returns.

However, does this necessarily mean market norms always have a bigger effect
than social norms? Ariely performed an experiment by paying people $5 (Group 1) or
$0.50 (Group 2) for dragging (#3))) circles across a computer screen for five minutes.
With payment, he expected them to use market norms in that situation and act
accordingly. And to Group 3, he introduced the task as a social request, just asking
them for help. The results showed that Group 1 dragged on average 159 circles, and
Group 2 dragged about 101 circles. But the ones who were paid nothing dragged 168
circles. When people were paid, motivation (2 /J) and productivity rose as pay rose,
but people worked even harder under social norms than for money. Why? Because

people love to feel that they have helped others.
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Money is the most expensive way to motivate people. Social norms are not only
cheaper, but often more effective as well. Money will take you only so far—social
norms are the forces that can make a difference in the long run.

30. Which of the following examples fits within social norms?
A. Paying a friend for his voluntary help.
B. Fining a worker because of his mistakes.
C. Oftering a neighbor a free ride to the airport.
D. Returning a product to get your money back.
31. The words “feel compelled to” in Paragraph 4 most probably mean
A. remain unwilling to B. think it necessary to
C. be afraid to D. find it easy to
32. What can we learn about Dan Ariely’s experiment in Paragraph 5?
A. Ariely expected people to help each other to complete the task.
B. The result suggested who should receive the highest payment.
C. People in the experiment acted according to the same norms.
D. The experiment showed the effects of the two norms.
33. According to the passage, the writer probably agrees that
A. social norms can play a great role in society
B. market norms aren’t effective as they used to be
C. better performance sometimes leads to lower pay
D. people should replace market norms with social norms

EER
ABRIE S R, 2057, RIFHBEEKR, THRENES.
M. EigEsRis (34—36 3, |2 57; 37R4 7. 10 7)

The summer of 2023 saw record-breaking heatwaves across many parts of the
world. As temperatures continue to rise, the effect of carbon emissions (#HE/iX) on the
environment has become a big problem. Studies show the travel industry is responsible
for about 10% of these emissions, with air travel alone causing about 2.8% of them.

To address this problem, Intrepid—a travel company, has suggested a “carbon
passport” in its recent report. The idea behind it is that each traveler would have a
yearly carbon limit, and nobody can go over that limit. Using carbon passports means

travelers will have to take fewer flights to lower their “carbon footprint”—the CO:2
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emissions from their actions. At present, the carbon footprint of each person is about
four tons yearly on average (*f-J). To limit temperature rise to acceptable levels by
2050, our goal should be below two tons.

In line with this goal, some European countries are taking steps to reduce air travel.
In France, local flights are canceled if the same trips can be made by train in 2.5 hours
or less. In Belgium, additional charges (i %%) are added to short-distance flights to
encourage other forms of travel.

Intrepid considers the idea of a “carbon passport” effective with more people
involved in. Travelers will receive information about their carbon footprints and
change their travel habits. And businesses will be pushed to use more green practices.
Alex Hawkins, one of the writers of the report, says, “These passports will make us
think more about how our trips influence the environment.”

When it comes to monitoring everyone’s carbon emission, Anna Abelson, a
professor of the New York University thinks it would be a challenge in terms of
logistics (4tif). Even if we work that out, there are still some worries. For example,
people might not be able to take jobs far away or visit family in other cities as often.
Some even worry about privacy and personal freedom if we start monitoring and
limiting people’s air travel.

“Getting everyone on board with carbon passports won’t be easy.” Hawkins added,
“It would need support from lots of different people and groups all over the world.”
However, even with the challenges, the idea of carbon passports shows the need for us

to take action together to fight climate change and make travel eco-friendlier.

34. Which industry is responsible for about 10% of the world’s carbon emissions?
35. What is the idea behind a “carbon passport”?

36. How does France reduce air travel?

37. What do you think of the idea of a “carbon passport”? Why do you think so?

(Please give two reasons.)

T, SRR (105))
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BARR R F L, BRI BER HSHRMNER S FRGI G EF, FAFE
ER, WRHLRMNYATITE R FRARLE —RBIFER, Freishd et
] He B A E B PR, CABAR KA A,

BNWE:  park, climb, careful, avoid

BN H: e When and where will you take the field trip?

e What activities are you going to do during the trip?

e What safety advice would you like to give them?

Hello, everyone. I'm glad to tell you that we are going to take a field trip.

Hope we can have a good time.

M=, —RAIRLRAERG T TRZGEF £,

BARR A Z L, RN XRT EAFE VA “My Most Memorable Class”
A XML EF, WHELE—BXFRE, NEBHRRESH—TIR, HFiX
O IR M 4 AR

~AIE:  science, music, experiment, sing, interesting

RN B: e What was your most memorable class?

e Why was the class memorable?

My Most Memorable Class
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